CHAPTER III

THE ADMINISTRATION OF A KINGDOM

The character of Henry VIII - religious persecutions - Wolsey
as Lord Chancellor - his aspirations to the Papacy - build-
ings and household - the Field of the Cloth of Gold - the
execution of Buckingham.

IT has been said that whereas Wolsey was born a
butcher and died a prince, his royal master,
Henry VIII, was born a prince and died a
butcher. Such a summary of Wolsey's career
only becomes true if we ignore his temperament,
which always remained that of the merchant
class from which he sprang ; but as regards
Henry, the verdict contains more than a grain of
truth, and in the days of Wolsey's height of power
he was beginning to justify it. " Take any
picture or statue of Henry VIII; fancy its cap
off, and a knife in its girdle, and it seems in the
very act of saying, c What d'ye buy? What
d'ye buy ? * There is even the petty complacency
in the mouth after the phrase is uttered !"x
For there is no age in English history in which
England became quite so like a butcher's shop as
it did in the reign of that monarch; and al-
though the greater number of heads fell after the
splendour of Wolsey had been forgotten, he it was

1 Samuel Martin, Exeter Hall Lectures, 1848-1849, ** Cardinal
Wolsey," p. 321.
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